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friends of John Meigs, asking that they
should allow her to copy any letters from
him which they might have received and
preserved, and also that they should write
down their recollections of any special inci-
dents which they remembered as character-
istic of him. The responses which came to
this request have been in my hands. Also
Mrs. Meigs read through her own letters from
her husband, and copied a number of para-
graphs which she was willing should be used
at my discretion. From her, too, has come
information concerning facts in John Meigs*
life which otherwise could not have been
known. But when this is said, there should
be linked with it another statement. Upon
the present writer, directly and particularly,
rests the responsibility for the inclusion in
this book of certain references to Mrs. Meigs
herself, which she for her own part would
have avoided. It is only because I have per-
suaded her to recognize that they are linked
inextricably with the attempt to make com-
plete the picture of John Meigs' life and work
that she has suffered to be printed here those
even now too brief suggestions of her influ-
ence at The Hill.

Most of the facts concerning John Meigs*
earlier ancestors are drawn from " The Meigs
Family in America," by Henry B. Meigs, of